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What a wonderful day we had. 

       Roy Duncan was in contact with me via email 
some days prior to this trip and we arranged to 
meet at 10am on Sunday 5th December 2010 at the 
Aqua Café boat ramp. I was keen to be on time so I 
left home very early. I had just finished my 
preparations when Roy and Chris with their boat 
Pompoota came to meet me. Then off we went 
upstream towards Clayton.  
  

 Half an hour into the trip Roy was worried that I may 
go outside the channel. Together with Roy’s two-way and 
my depth sounder I stayed well within the channel. I felt 
very safe next to Pompoota having come out of the 
channel and nearly got stuck 11 months ago at the same 
spot.  
 

       It was an overcast morning and the water was calm 
and I really enjoyed every moment of the trip. After a 
while a call came over the two-way that some boats are 

(Continued on page 7)   
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Christmas Picnic Day at Clayton Bay Boat Club      
by  Andreas Oest 

 A boating interlude . . .              from Jenny Twigden  
 A chance checking of emails in the afternoon 
of Tuesday 4th January informed us that the 
gracious Ione II was moored in our inlet at the 
“bottom of the garden” and was this alright? How 
could it not be alright!! When we were able, we 
zoomed down there to meet up with Graham and 
Rosi Hardy who were returning from a few days of 
cruising.   

 After a small repositioning of mooring ropes 
and the lowering of a gang plank we negotiated the 
reeds and joined them on deck for sunset 
refreshment – the sort that South Australia does 
best. 

 We reflected that a very pleasant couple of 
hours spent chit chatting about boats, the river and 
life in general while the doggies Carvel and Clinker 
slept under the table, wouldn’t have happened if 
we hadn’t met through the Wooden Boat 
Association – need I say any more . . .  

Editor’s Note: Ione II had cruised down to Murray Bridge 
to meet  WBASA members Silvado (Ron Danvers) and  
Key Largo (Peter Gibberd) who had crossed the lake that 
morning. Photo above of the meeting. 
Ione II dropped in on the Twigdens on the return trip to 
Mannum. .—Ed 
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Boat Profile Bekita 

“FOUR BOATS TURN INTO FIVE” 

       Thursday 7th December saw four boats launch at Thiele’s 
Landing and head upstream towards Mannum. On rounding the 
first bend we saw in the middle of the River coming towards, us a 
14 ft. flat-bottomed river fishing boat powered by a “huge” 2 h.p. 
outboard and loaded above the Plimsoll Line with two people and 
enough camping gear to last them a week. 

   After the preliminary introductions and “interrogations” we 
found we had met Chris and Judy Sims, who on Sunday launched 
at Blanchetown and were on their way to Wellington. We thought 
this was too good to be true, so we presented them with the first 
“Classic Thursdays” logo (see pic). 

 Chris and Judy are from Victor Harbor and run the Avondale 
Deli. Each year they “escape” before Christmas for a week. We 
were fortunate to be able to spend some time with them, either 
rafted up having “smoko” and then later on for lunch back at 
Murray Bridge where they left us to continue with their journey. 

       We later found out that after 
reaching Wellington, they turned 
around and headed back upstream 
finishing at Mannum. In total they 
travelled 320km for a fuel cost of 
$18.60. 

 Anyone looking for a coffee 
when in Victor Harbor, drop into the 
Avondale Deli and introduce yourselves, I am sure they will give a 
friendly welcome. 

       Don’t forget, anyone interested going for a run on the second 
Thursday of each month give either Jim or Ian a ring  

       Logos are available to anyone who has taken part on one of 
our runs, just give Jim a ring on 8188 1140 to  arrange collection. 

 Owned by Brian & Liz Brawley . 

 Bekita is a 30ft ketch rigged former fishing boat powered by a 
23hp Bolinder diesel based in Goolwa. The exact origins of Bekita 
are unclear, she was built in the 1930’s but the location is 
unknown.  Unusually she is planked in jarrah to the gunwales 
which suggests she may have been built privately. 

 By 1984 she was derelict in the Pt. River and a there have 
been a number of attempts to bring her back to her former glory.  
She was taken from the Pt. River and the owner towed her to Pt. 
Pirie on a tri-axle trailer behind a Holden station wagon.  The 
owner at this time subsequently told Brian Brawley that “we got 
up to 30mph”.  The boat was worked on for 18 months or so 
including stripping back to a bare hull and removing cabin/
superstructure etc.  The work seems to have faltered and she was 
sold and moved to the Patawalonga where a cabin was added.  
Once again the work faltered and in the late 1980’s and she was 
taken to Tailem Bend.  Over a period of 15 months she was 
modified including the addition of the second mast and 
subsequently used on the river for about 12 years. 

 Brian & Liz Brawley purchased her in 2004 as river cruiser but 
the accommodations were very basic. They worked on her for 12 – 
15 months to make suitable for extended living aboard. While she 
has two masts they have only sailed twice under jib only. The 
Bolinder motor is very rare in the southern hemisphere but is 
relatively common in ‘narrow boats’ on the English canals. 

 Brian & Liz  have cruised Bekita extensively including trips 
from Goolwa to Robinvale and back and also to Morgan and back.  
They intend to travel up to the Industry celebrations “and keep 
going.” 

 

Classic Thursdays  from  Jim Fowles                                                                                    
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  Last time I wrote this column, we were enjoying having water in the 
Lower Murray and Lakes and musing on the return to relative normalcy 
in these waters. Since then there has been huge devastation caused by 
floods in the eastern states and more recently the destructive cyclone in 
Northern Queensland. 

 All of us are concerned for the communities affected by these 
events and their consequences as they set out to rebuild homes, 
businesses both rural and urban and infrastructure. 

 To those members in interstate organisations, we are thinking of 
you. People with very special and old craft must have had a terrible time 
in these areas as they faced the dangers of wind and high flows and 
tides. We can all hope that damage has been minimal and no injuries 
occurred. 

 We received news of the Maritime Museum in Brisbane being 
flooded and damage done to vessels. It’s hard to know if we can be of 
any use at this range but I’m sure our members are anxious to hear news 

of how the interstate boating community are faring. 

 Back home your committee had our first meeting 
of the year on the last Monday of January and, again 
Gil and Angela Leaver entertained us at their beautiful 
home in the hills. Our meeting was held while partners 
chatted and, after getting the major work done, we all 
joined in the wonderful feast. Thanks Gil and Angela once again. 

 By the time you get this we will have had our shortened trip down 
the Coorong and you will be planning your weekend at the Wooden Boat 
Festival in Goolwa. We have a roster of people who have volunteered to 
help on our stall and all of them would like to meet members who visit. 
See you there! Also drop in on our breakfast at Armfield Slip on the 
Sunday morning.  

 We would particularly like to meet members of interstate 
associations at the stall and at breakfast. It’s a long way for many of you 
and we’d love to make you welcome. 

New members: WBASA welcomes  Jim & Helen Davies, Ron 
Danvers and Albert Coleman. 

S.A Wooden Boat Festival—Goolwa 26th & 27th February 
2011 

We have a stand at the Goolwa Wooden Boat Festival - members who 
have put their names down to help, please do not forget to turn up -
other members please came along and help if you can.    

Contact: Alex Bennett  0408 856 174  or  8352 8948 

BBQ  Breakfast at Armfield Slip, Barrage Road, Goolwa  -
 Sunday 27th February 2011 -  Time : 8.00am  

Cost: $3.00 for Sausage or Egg & Bacon, Tea & Coffee 

All are welcome – Armfield Slip, Oscar W and any associated visiting 
wooden boat and related organisations.    

Contact: Roy Duncan  0427 187 547  if you are able to help.   

 Pt. Victoria Weekend  -  12th, 13th, 14th March 2011 

Only 2½ hours from Adelaide. Come along for a weekend of boating in 
the fresh sea air. Secure parking has been organised for boats and 
trailers at the Sea Rescue Squadron. All you need to do is advise that 
you are interested in attending so that an information kit can be sent 
to you with regard to activities for the weekend.   

Contact: Richard Kretschmer   0407 744 066  or   Gil Leaver  8339 5822 
 

PS Industry 100th Birthday Celebrations   -  1st to 3rd April 
2011  

We are making this one of our WBASA events.  If you are attending 
with a boat (Large or Small) it will need to be registered with the 
organisers (Sandra Daniel on 08 8595 5565  or  0429 995 005). 
Program and Registration Form enclosed with February Crow’s Nest. A 
number of activities will be happening over the weekend on and off 
the water.  Saturday Dinner @ $20 per person (Booking is essential as 
numbers are limited to 150) and Sunday Steamers Breakfast @ $5 per 
person.  Please advise if you are attending so that we can make a time 
and place to gather together over the weekend– thank you.     

Contact: Gil Leaver  8339 5822 

Non-WBASA Inc. Events 

Classic Thursdays:  
Two members have been organising an unofficial get together on the 
second Thursday of each month for a cruise somewhere, generally 9am to 
4.30pm.  

If you would like to join them,  
contact Jim Fowles on 8188 1140 or Ian Smallacombe on 8391 4862.  

Lake Crossing a week before the Goolwa Festival:  
Not a WBASA event but if you would like to join a small fleet crossing on 
Sunday 20th February, departing from Wellington at 6.00am (weather 
permitting). Contact: Graham Hardy on  0412 822 055. 

WBASA Inc. GENERAL INFORMATION 

General Meetings: The Association usually meets on the last Monday 
of even months. With the closure of the Brecknock we are trying the Astor 
Hotel 437 Pulteney Street, Adelaide. As usual the meeting starts at 8pm 
and most people arrive at about 6.30pm for dinner. Please order by 7pm.  

Committee Meetings: The committee meets at the Prince Albert 
Hotel Wright St Adelaide on the last Monday of odd months from 6.30pm 
(meal; meeting at 8pm). If you would like to meet with your committee 
someone on the committee first to make sure we haven’t changed the 
or  venue. 

Crow's Nest Deadlines: Your projects, voyages, ideas, boating tales, 
requests for information and adverts are all good subjects and welcome by 
Monday 4th April for the April edition. 

Contact  our editor Graham Hardy  graham@hardymilazzo.com.au 

WBASA General Meeting 

Our next meeting  is on Monday 28th February at the  

Astor Hotel 437 Pulteney St. ADELAIDE 

Our guest speaker’s subject is:  
The Clipper Ship City of Adelaide  

 

Barry’s Ballast                                                                      from President Barry Johnson 

WBASA Inc. Association Dates to Note & News 
Your source of information on Meetings, Crow's Nest Deadlines, Association Events  

Boat Insurance for WBASA Inc. Events 

Your committee has accepted advice that all participants in Association boating activities must have insurance. We are advised that, while the 

Association has arranged public liability insurance, disputes between members and between members and the public may have implications for 

the Association. The general membership and Committee need to be protected from such unlikely events. 

Included on your membership renewal form was a space to record your policy number and expiry date for your boat insurance but you can ring, 

write or e-mail details to a committee member or bring details on the day. For those who choose not to insure their boats it will in future be 

possible and necessary to purchase single day cover on the day of WBASA Inc. events for $10 through the Association. We will take details on the 

day. This insurance has been arranged through Webster Hyde Heath Insurance Brokers on behalf of members. 
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 This being the first edition of Crow’s Nest for 2011 I take the 
opportunity to wish you all Happy Boating for 2011.  

 This is also our first in a colour format. You will notice that 
only the first two and last two pages are colour, the others are 
black and white. This saves  quite a lot of printing cost. Therefore 
the articles have been moved around to make the most of the 
colour opportunities with photographs. 

 I would like to apologise to anyone who has sent me an 
article that has not yet gone to print. The format is limited to 8 
pages and therefore sometimes it’s a bit of a squeeze and 
information that is not pressing will be carried over. Your article 
will be published as soon as possible. 

 

  

Another change (I trust for the better) is a change of font. The 
intention is to make it easier to read. Please let me have your 
comments.  

 Meanwhile please keep sending articles, stories or general 
information to me for inclusion. Don’t forget “Boat Profile” if you 
would like to share your boat’s story. 

 Finally, the Goolwa Wooden Boat Festival looms.  
A small flotilla is crossing the lake on the morning of Sunday 20th. 
February. We are leaving from Wellington at 6.00 am. (weather 
permitting).  

 So far the fleet comprises Silvado, Key Largo, Winsome, 
Affinity,  and Ione II . Give me a call if you would like to travel with 
us. Ph. 0412 822 055. 
  

Otherwise I hope to see you at the festival,                     Graham 

 To round off a very interesting and enjoyable shed crawl Alan 
Marsh treated us to a barbeque and refreshments. 
             Colin 
 

 (It was very generous of both Alan Boman and Alan Marsh to 
allow our association to invade their quiet Sunday morning and 
lunch time - they made us feel quite welcome.  Thank you both 
from our members who attended. Maybe we can have an invitation 
to the launching of “Rhapsody in Glue”  sometime in the future. I 
could not obtain a photo of “Rhapsody in Glue” for this edition, but 
look forward to perhaps featuring her in “Boat Profile”– Ed.) 

Contact one of our friendly 
staff about your unique 

insurance needs & to discuss 
the benefits available to 

members of the WBASA Inc. 
P 08 8362 5553 E info@whhib.com.au W www.whhib.com.au 

From the  Editor                                                              from Graham Hardy 

Goolwa Shed Crawl                                                             from  Colin Hill  

October 31st  2010 Shed Crawl    

 On the Sunday following the Goolwa meeting we went to Port 
Elliot to Alan Marsh’s shed where a number of boats were being 
restored or built. Of special interest was Alan Boman's work in 
progress building a 36ft launch of a most unusual and innovative 
design. Built of plywood its design includes the propeller in a 
tunnel to enable the boat to operate in shallow water. At times 
the tip of the propeller may be slightly out of the water and to 
counteract the transverse thrust the engine is positioned so that 
the shaft is aligned 4 degrees from the centre-line.  

WBASA  sadly advises members of the death of Trevor Rose. Trevor, for those of you who didn't know him, lived in Mannum and 
owned a beautiful putt putt called Sweet and Rosie. He was a good friend of Ron and Carol Greening of Greening’s Landing. He and his 
wife Athalie attended most of the Greening’s Landing events and the 2009 Pompoota run. He was an active participant in the Goolwa 
Wooden Boat Festival with Sweet & Rosie.  He was a lovely man and a sad loss to his family and friends and our boating community and 
will be remembered with much affection. He ran a Bowen physiotherapy clinic in Mannum.           
           

Trevor Rose                                                                                                                                               

A timely reminder 

 “Riverbank collapse is a new problem for South Australia along the 210 Kilometre stretch of the River Murray between Lock 1 
(Blanchetown) to Wellington. Low water levels during 2008 to 2010 reduced the stability of some sections of riverbank along this stretch 
of river. The possibility of collapse poses risks to people actually on the riverbank, and to those using the riverbank to tie up a boat or 
secure a houseboat.  

 There were several major riverbank collapses between Lock 1 and Wellington in 2009 that involved soil, and in some cases trees and 
vehicles, quickly collapsing into the river without warning. In total there have been 35 collapses between Blanchetown and Wellington 
from February 2009 up to September 2010.  

 People need to be aware of the dangers associated with riverbank collapse and be on the lookout for signs of possible instability.  

 While every effort is being made to signpost and cordon off high risk areas as they are identified, there are no guarantees that other 
areas aren't affected, so please be alert. Do not underestimate the mass of soil that can slide into the river during a riverbank collapse, it 
can be hundreds of tonnes.”  

 

Riverbank Collapse                         extract from Govt. SA Dept. for Water Nov 2010 
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 In the last few weeks it has become clear that the Wooden 
Boat Festival has regained much of the previous momentum and 
promises to be a real success. 

 All seems to be falling into place as registrations continue to 
come in and the new mooring facilities are taking shape and 
promise to be completed by the opening day. 

 The numbers so far even suggest that the mooring space 
may be tested but there will of course be plenty of room for on 
land displays which have always proved popular, so if you can’t 
see your boat being ready to brave the waters then by all means 
don’t hesitate get it in the land display it will all help to make the 
festival so much better. Don’t be late because as you will be 
aware there is a fee if you register late. (Feb 12)  

 I hope no one will be able to say as someone was heard to 

say in one recent year that they had 
seen all there was to see at the festival 
in about 1 hour. 

 Of course we at Armfield hope to 
see a very much larger crowd at the 
WBASA breakfast on the Sunday 
morning to match the renewed 
enthusiasm for the Festival. 

 Armfield members are again 
providing support for the festival setup and tidy up after. 

Till next time,                    

                                                                                                                

from Rick Eylward                                                                                             Armfield Report 

from Jenny Twigden                                 PS Marion and Mannum Dock Museum 
There is still much discussion going 
on over the cruise to Renmark to 
celebrate the centenary of the        
PS Industry , and bookings are 
steadily being  made for the various 
legs of the journey. 

 If anyone is interested in 
attending the Renmark celebrations 
and travelling there on the               
PS Marion, there still cabins 
available. For more details please contact the Mannum Information 
Centre on 8569 1303 or visit the website on www.psmarion.com  

  During her long stay at her mooring the PS Marion has had a 
complete repaint and ‘clean up’ in time for the first event of the 
season – the Tour Down Under cruises on Wednesday 19th 
January. This was the day that the race finished in Mannum, with 
much celebration and excitement. Lots of preparation went into 
the event to make sure that the people who came to Mannum 
had a good time and had plenty of choice of food and 
entertainment before and after the race.  

 The PS Marion had three cruises available – two 1 hour 
cruises with Devonshire tea available and a twilight cruise in the 
early evening with champagne and nibbles, and a good spot to 
watch the fireworks which are always set off in the middle of the 
river on a pontoon, very spectacular this time with a backdrop of 
a full moon. All three cruises were well attended with nine more 
cruises over the weekend of 22nd and 23rd and 27th January. 

 from Sandra Daniel                                                                                       PS Industry Report  
 Isn't Australia a very strange country, and how quickly our 
situation has changed, drought to flood. The PS Industry 
Centenary Committee hope that the very strong flows in the 
Murray will not deter boaties from coming to Renmark. 
 

 Planning is now underway for the trip to Morgan (I am not 
organising this), but will be so good for the towns along the way 
back to Morgan to perhaps organise some sort of an event.  It is 
not very often people can see four historic paddle boats together 
on the river. 
 We invite you all to come to Renmark.  

 I am sure you will have a great 
weekend, sharing your time with like 
minded folk. See you in Renmark.    
Happy boating.               
     Sandra Daniel. 
 

 
(The attached brochure provides you 
with everything you will need to know 
about the 100 year celebrations for 
the PS Industry-Ed). 

 from Roly Bartlett                                    The Latest from Paddle Steamer Oscar W  

restoration process. On Saturday 
22nd. February Oscar W will support 
the Milang Historical Society rally by 
steaming to that fair port where 
there is now a copious supply of 
water at the wharf. A bus will convey 
people to and from Oscar W and the 
rally grounds. This machinery rally is 
developing into a big event these 
days.  

 Then, of course, the event of the year, the Industry’s hundredth 
birthday. So far tickets for town to town tours on the Oscar W are 
selling well with ads in papers, on 1125 Radio and local radio. Visit our 
website for details www.oscar-w.info. There you will also see the logo 
for the bronze medal which we received at the recent state tourism 
awards.  

 Thanks for reading. See you at the Goolwa  Festival. 

              

 Well! We have just experienced our first Christmas & New 
Year period in the new Riverboat Centre, and how exciting it has 
been.  

 Thousands of visitors have enjoyed looking at our displays 
and kindly buying vast quantities of souvenirs which, of course, is 
a great help towards future development of the centre and even 
(dare we say) restoration of the Dart Barge!  

 Fortunately we were able to get the new projector, screen 
and amplifier installed in time for the holidays so that we could 
have continuous showings of appropriate historical material. This 
will all be working flat out when school starts and the Goolwa 
Primary School brings all classes down for an “Oscar W /Goolwa 
historical experience”  

 Meanwhile our wonderful maintenance volunteers are 
beavering away every Wednesday getting the boat ready for the 
S.A. Wooden Boat Festival, for which Oscar W is a major sponsor 
and is also donating all profits from the weekend operations to 
the Festival. It is great to be able to support the Festival in this 
way in view of the support which they gave us during the 

http://www.psmarion.com/
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   WBASA Inc. Merchandise 
Clothing - more colours and sizes now available 
   Rugby tops with white collars $45 + $8 p & h 

   Polo shirts $30 + $8 p & h 

   Polar vests $35 + $8 p & h  
   also available for pick up at association meetings 

   Inquiries to Jenny Twigden on 85354352, 0419833546 or jennyt766@bigpond.com or  

   visit the website www.wbasa.org.au  

Burgees $26, Cloth badges $6; Wooden plaques Small $20, Large $25  

WBASA The First 20 Years...Our history by Peter Shipside and Bob Jennings $20.00 (A4 spiral bound), 82pp, incl.4 pp colour pictures, very worthwhile 
read! ($5 p&p if you can’t pick it up at a meeting or event) 

All this material can be viewed at meetings and ordered via the Treasurer in person or through the Association  

Summary of General Meeting held on 6th Dec 2010 at Brecknock Hotel 

Apologies.   Roger Keyes, Roy Duncan and Bill Villiers 
 

New Members.   Peter Wooller.   
 

Guests.   Graham Brown from Shipway Spescoat.  
  
Previous Minutes.  Acceptance moved by Trevor Twigden, Seconded 
Alex Bennett,   Carried 
 

Treasurer’s Report.    Balance as of end of November $5,626.63 
 

Newsletter Editors Report.  The next edition of /ǊƻǿΩǎ bŜǎǘ would have 
the front and back pages printed in colour. 
 

Membership & Boat register Officer’s Report.   Membership continues 
to grow at a slow but steady rate, now approximately 140 members. 
 

Website.  Wendy Goulding has agreed to take on the Webmaster role. 
Another new member, Mark Pannowitch, who is a TAFE Instructor, will 
be running courses on Fibre glassing next year. This should be of 
interest to many of our members. 

 

General Items of Business.    Alex Bennett reminded members of 
the upcoming Wooden Boat Festival at Goolwa, (26-27March). As in 
the past, we will have a stall to promote the association, as well as 
hosting a BBQ breakfast for interstate and country WBASA 
Members. We do need volunteers for both these things. All that is 
required is a one hour presence, between 10 & 5 on Saturday and 
10-4 on Sunday, and/or a couple of hours early Sunday Morning. He 
has a roster organised and would love to get some more names.  

 Graham Hardy, who will be bringing Ione II across the lake, 
suggested that if there were other boats crossing, it would be a 
good idea to form a convoy. He offered to coordinate this if any 
others are interested. 

 Barry Johnson reported that Charles Irwin has very generously 
offered our members free berths at “Alongshore Aquatics” for the 
Festival period. 

 The rest of the evening was given over to a Quiz conducted by 
Alex, with much jocularity and little regard for rules, and a multi 
prize free raffle draw. 

Barry closed the meeting at 10.05. 

 A cry that nobody wants to hear but it can and does happen. I 
heard it in the middle of the Pacific when I was the navigating officer on 
a ship, we never found the man. 

 You might be underway or tied to a willow or at jetty when a 
person falls overboard in the water and cannot re-board the boat. 

  If a person falls overboard from your boat, could they get back 
aboard without assistance? If not is there anybody on board who is 
capable of helping them aboard? 

 Of course if the person in the water were fully clothed, especially in 
winter, the problem would be worse. 

What is your situation? 

Does your boat have a high freeboard making re-boarding difficult? 

Does it have a permanent overboard ladder or swim platform onto 
which one could climb or anything else which would enable a person, 
unassisted, to get back aboard your boat? 

 If it does not, would you or your crew be capable of pulling a, 
possible fully clothed, person back on board? 

 If you cannot or do not want install a permanent re-boarding 
device there is a simple and economical solution. Secure a rope ladder 
over the stern that is long enough to reach about ½  metre into the 
water. Roll it up from the bottom so that it is about ¼ metre above the 
water and secure the roll with wool ties. 

 This will enable the person in the water to reach the ladder, pull 
down on it, break the wool ties and climb back on board. 

If you are underway when a person falls overboard would those 
still aboard know what action to take? 

There are a number of recommended actions that could be taken. 

1.      To prevent the boat causing injury: 

If the person falls from forward of the stern, 
put the engine into neutral. 

Put the helm over to the same side as that 
from which the person fell, thus  swinging the stern 
away from the person in the water and reducing the 
chance of  them being hit by the boat 

2.    To retrieve a person from the water. 

Throw a flotation device to the person, a life 
buoy or life jacket. If the boat is still underway and the 
flotation device has a line attached to the boat make 
sure that you do not tow it away from the person in the 
water. 

Manoeuvre the boat to pick up the person, 
approaching them into the wind or current so that you 
don’t drift over the top of them. 

It is suggested that you throw them a line so 
that they do not drift away and they can pull 
themselves towards the boat. 

Of course if you are alone on a boat which is underway the above 
won’t be relevant, just always wear a life-jacket. 

        Colin Hill -   Master Mariner 

“Man Overboard”                  from  Colin Hill 

mailto:jennyt766@bigpond.com
http://www.wbasa.org.au
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WBASA Inc. Committee 
President           Barry Johnson            0408 975 696                             barryjoh@adam.com.au 
Secretary/Public Officer       Bob Morris                 8271 6582                                                     morrisrl@tpg.com.au 
Treasurer           Jenny Twigden           8535 4352                                                     jennyt766@bigpond.com 
Editor            Graham Hardy           0412 822 055                                                graham@hardymilazzo.com.au 
Membership Officer        Alex Bennett              8352 8948                                                     Alex@ideasandwords.com.au 
Website                   Stephen Conway       0401 125 035 or  8298 8002                     conway.stephen@saugov.sagov.au 
Events Coordinators            Gil Leaver                    0429 993 955 or  8339 5822                      galeaver@internode.on.net 
                   Angela Leaver             0429 993 955 or   8339 5822                     galeaver@internode.on.net  
Committee                 Roy Duncan                 0427 187 547                                           rduncs08@internode.on.net 
                   Colin Hill                     8370 3310 or 0429 042 043           chill@picknowl.com.au 
                                                 Richard Kretschmer  0407 744 066  or 8353 7898                      chrisquantrill@bigpond.com 

Topline Paint & Shipway Spescoat introduce 

Coelan Boat Coating 

We are proud to announce our appointment as the South Australian distributor for Coelan Boat Coating – a long lasting coating system for Marine use. 
Whilst it can be sourced in colours and can be used on fibreglass and even inflatable dinghies we are focussing on its extraordinary properties when 
used as a clear or semi transparent coating on timber, especially wooden boats. It can also be used on brass and metals! 

 

We discovered the product through our NSW distributor who has used it on 
wooden boats for years and is truly a convert to its properties. It is absolutely UV 
resistant and light stable. Whilst it is highly elastic it is still tough and hard wearing. 
It has a long service life, will bridge cracks due to its elasticity and is easy to use as it 
is a single pack system. It can be applied in a non-slip version if required. 

 

We could fill this issue of Crow’s Nest with the information and reviews we have of the product but instead if you are interested please give us a call or 
email us and we can send you a full set of information on the product by email (info@shipways.com.au) or conventional post including not only 
application guides but also product reviews. 

Finally a quick word about Topline. Many of you may be more familiar with Shipway Spescoat than Topline Paint. Topline Paint purchased Shipway 
Spescoat from Rob and Nadine Swanney when Rob retired in August 2008. Topline has gone out of its 
way not to change Shipways but we have added new products to their range and of course Shipways 
customers have access to Topline’s entire range of products. WBASA members discount with Shipways will 
still be honoured and it is now extended to Topline Paint products as well! 

Membership Full/Family $35; Country (>100km from Adelaide) $30; Concession $30  

going to leave Clayton to greet us. The sight of the five boats with lots 
of club members on board coming to greet us was tremendous. To 
me it felt like I have been on the water for months and now was 
coming back to shore. It was just great. 
 

       Mooring in Clayton went well and we gathered in the Clayton 
Boat Club. It was a great BBQ lunch with mouth watering salads. We 
had great conversations and as a newcomer I felt totally welcomed 
and included.  
 

       After some time Barry suggested circumnavigating Goose and 
Goat Island. Nine boats (Pompoota, Maid Marian, Gecko, Bekita, 
Gum Leaf, Sally, One & Only, Richard’s no name boat and our boat 
Misslina) took part and it was fantastic. There was lots of laughter on 
the other boats and the weather changed a few times.  Once back at 
Clayton I was waiting for Pompoota to go back to Goolwa but Roy 
wanted to stay longer, so I left together with two other boats to go 
back. The thunderstorm became stronger and the water became 
rougher and I was glad to be with some experienced boaties.  
 

        Some time into the return trip I saw a lightning bolt hitting the 
earth and a very intense light some kilometers away fascinated me 
for some seconds. I have never seen a lightning bolt hitting the earth 
and generate such an intense light for what seemed to be a long time.  
From then onwards the water got very choppy and I really 
appreciated the design of the hull. Our boat was very stable. I kept on 
video taping the trip. I have pictures of Jenny and Trevor’s boat Gecko 
crashing through the waves and Trevor sitting in the cabin and 
steering his boat with only one arm getting wet. It looked great and 
obviously went very well for him.  
 

 At that stage I had lost sight of the sailing boat Maid Marian with 
Peter Shipside at the helm coming with us. It was hard to see 

(Continued from page 1) 

anything anyway because of intense rain and fog. There were times when all 
I could see was a blue spot (Jenny and Trevor’s boat Gecko) which I followed 
carefully. 
 

       Close to Goolwa I also lost sight of that boat. Arriving in Goolwa on my 
own, I wasn’t sure where the others were but I continued to pack up to get 
the boat ready for going home. When I was nearly finished Roy arrived at the 
ramp to see how I was  going. Everything was packed up already and he 
assured me that the others I travelled with arrived safely because they are 
very experienced boaties and know the channel in the river well. 
  

       It was a great day and I gained a great deal of confidence with my boat 
and learned much from the experienced boaties. The support from members 
of the club was great and I am looking forward to further outings planned for 
2011. Many thanks to Chris and Roy and the other guys for making me feel 
so welcome and supported. It certainly was an adventurous day.                                         
                       Andreas 

Christmas Picnic Day at Clayton Bay Boat Club    

mailto:info@shipways.com.au
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Members’ Adverts  
²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ŀŘǾŜǊǘƛǎŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΩ ōƻŀǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƻǊƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǎŀƭŜ ƻǊ ƛǘŜƳǎ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŦǊŜŜΦ Lƴ ǎƻƳŜ ŎŀǎŜǎ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ  

advertise things of  interest to members from non-commercial sources.  

If you know of interesting boats or bits for sale, contact the editor 0412 822 055  

Please note that because of limited space advertisements will not be repeated unless specifically requested 

 

P.S. WILLIAM RANDELL,  
12 years old. Set up as traditional 
steamer with 7HP. Ruston Hornsby  
engine & boiler. All offers considered.  
                     Phone Roly  0408 159 998 
 
 

 
PADDLEWHEELER - P.W. MAYFLOWER 
A present to end all presents. 
To view with full details  
www.murrayriver.com.au/boats-for-sale/p-w-mayflower   

                            Serious buyers contact  Capt. Brice Douglas  Ph. 8391 1937 
 

 

CLASSIC WOODEN CLINKER BUILT FISHING BOAT    
4.7m long by 1.8m wide (possibly nearly 100 years old). Fibreglassed 
outside and powered by Blaxland 2 cylinder engine. Both hull and engine 
appear to be in average condition (just right for a restoration project!). 
$2,750 neg.  
                               Contact Michael Keenan  Ph. 8297 5637 or 0413 449 635 

 
M.V. REX—CIRCA 1903 
Jarrah Hull Carvel Plank River Cruiser. Built as a Broome schooner with a 
raised foredeck added later. One of the 
finest and oldest classic boats on the 
Murray. Fully rebuilt in 2005 with 
extensive polished jarrah throughout. 
Length 36feet, beam 10 feet, engine 
Volvo Penta 36hp. 80 litre diesel tank, 
Muir electric winch, gas stove and new 
fridge. Radios/depth sounder/nav. lights 
and solar. Double berth forward cabin shower/toilet. Galley and  rear 
lounge that can be used as a double bunk. Recently antifouled and motor 
serviced. Boat cover and extensive lighting throughout. Price $48,000.  

                                                                                      Ph. 0428 860 020 
 

BOAT WITH TRAILER. Needs a little work and is priced at $600.  

 
MOTOR 
Blaxland Chapman 
3 1/2 HP SXT 
complete with 
fittings  $550.00. 
Both are located in 
Mannum. 

                                               
Contact Richard Ph. 8569 2509 or 0417 850 659 
 
 

KOOKABURRA, 14 ft. SAILING BOAT  
Concourse winner 2001. Beam 5’8”, draws 9” 
to 2’9” (centreboard down), water ballast. 
Built 1999, clinker planked in hoop pine ply 
(epoxy coated); spars hollow Douglas Fir, Aust. 
Oak hardwood, deck cedar. Aux. 4hp Johnson 
outboard, Dunbier trailer, spare wheel. All reg. 
to Nov 2011 A beautifully crafted boat. 
$12,000 negotiable.  
Contact Tom & Judy Jones for more 
information.          
6 Johnston St GOOLWA  SA 5124                                               Ph. 8555 1108  
 
 

STUART TURNER 2 STROKE ENGINE 
 "Forever unreliable and not running at this point in time" however the 
possibilities for endless opportunities present themselves to the new 
owner of this engine. This engine is a challenge!! Comes complete with 
electric start, manuals and some spares. $300 O.N.O. 
                                                                                       

           Jim Fowles  Ph. 8188 1140 
 

 

We are happy to consider commercial adverts. Circulation is approximately 150 including members, interstate 
Wooden Boat Associations,  other boat clubs and relevant community groups. Prices by negotiation. 

 

Marina:  Barrage Road, Goolwa 
PO Box 866, Goolwa, SA 5214 
Contact Charles Irwin   (0412) 16 1908 or  
e-mail to:- 
alongshore@bigpond.com 

Make Alongshore Your Home On The Lower Lakes! 
10% off for WBA-SA Members until June 2011!  With water levels 
now back to normal in Goolwa, put your boat into our dry standing 
or wet berths.  We’re 3 minutes from Goolwa’s shops, cafés and 
supermarkets, yet only fifteen minutes from the Goolwa lock and 
the charms of the Coorong National Park.  We have all the things 
that matter to an experienced wooden boater - a caretaker living 
on site, secure fencing, power, water, our own launching ramp and 
ample parking on site, plus clean showers, loos, and BBQs - but no 
bonds, extra levies or foregone fees if your plans change.  Just 
seamanship, service, and a loyalty programme for our supporters!   

So become one soon! 

Proud Sponsor of the SA Wooden Boat Festival.  
FREE dry  standing or wet berth available to 
WBASA Members for one week either side of the 
Festival.  

http://www.murrayriver.com.au/boats-for-sale/p-w-mayflower

